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‘Shameless Mick’  



‘Cynical George?’ 

“… I think there is a question for 

government and for society about the 

welfare state – and the taxpayers who 

pay for the welfare state – subsidising 

lifestyles like that, and I think that 

debate needs to be had." 



troubled families … 

• 120,000 families (?) 

• £450M (?) 

• anti-social 

• truanting 

• out of work 

• cause high cost to the public 
purse 

• looked after children 

• mental health problems 

• under 18 conceptions 

• ‘turned around’ 



‘Shameless culture’ 



The Secretary of State for Local 
Government and Communities 

We need action and results - not endless 
restating the problem - like getting kids 
back to schools, adults into employment, 
stopping criminal behaviour ... 

So be in no doubt - we are in a hurry, we 
mean to deliver. You don't need to talk 
about it or show empathy. I want you to 
get on with it … 

 

a little less understanding [for those] 
fluent in social work 
Pickles Oct. 2011 & June 2012 



Mr Mallon said that as 

an ex-police officer, he 

recognised the same 

family names getting 

involved in crime year 

after year. 

"We should target 

children whilst they're 

in the womb," he said, 

"because it's clear that 

you can work out by 

the parents which kids 

are likely to have 

problems.” 
 

BBC 12/03/13 



rescue and rehabilitation … 
• substantial rise in ‘looked after children’ 

• risk averse practice in the context of 
reduced options 

• adoption: ‘We will not settle for a modest, 
temporary uplift in adoption numbers, 
nor a short lived acceleration in the 
process. Nothing less than a significant 
and sustained improvement will do.’  

(Gove, Feb. 2012) 

 

 

 

• ‘1976 and all that’ – the lessons from 
history 

• ‘zombies’ 

easyAdoption? 



Looking to the future … 

 


